Mycobacterium avium intracellulare otitis media.
Atypical mycobacterial infections of the middle ear are extremely rare. To our knowledge, only eight cases have been reported in the literature, five of which involve Mycobacterium avium intracellulare. We present a case of culture-proven, M. avium intracellulare otomastoiditis in an 8-year-old boy with common variable immunodeficiency syndrome. The patient clinically presented with pain and otorrhea. The histopathology was marked by acid-fast bacilli-laden histiocytes. Consideration of this entity in the differential diagnosis of chronic, recalcitrant otorrhea can lead to timely diagnosis, treatment, an decreased morbidity.